
TALK 4: How do we get power for mission?

Introduction: outgunned and outnumbered?

1. Weak….but powerful

Eph 2:1-3 ‘As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at 
one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like 
the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.’

Acts 1:1-8 ‘In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them 
after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God.4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now…..But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”’

Acts 3:12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have 
made him walk?

4:33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.



6:8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 
people.

9:22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

19:20  So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.

2. Suffering….but joyful

Acts 4:18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus.

5:18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison.

5:40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to 
speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

6:12-14 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came 
upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false 
witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and 
the law, 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.”

8:1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution 
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.



Acts 5:40-41 “and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.:

13:49-52 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 50 But the 
Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But they 
shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples 
were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

16:25-28  About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, 
and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison 
doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the 
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here.”


