
TALK 3: Mission and the loving church

Introduction: Loving care vs evangelism?

1. Loving community is missional

John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.”

2. The kind of love that is missional

John 15:15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I 
have made known to you.”

“Friendship arises out of mere Companionship when two or more of the companions 
discover that they have in common some insight or interest or even taste which the others 
do not share and which, till that moment, each believed to be his own unique treasure (or 
burden). The typical expression of opening Friendship would be something like, "What? 
You too? I thought I was the only one." (CS Lewis, Four Loves)

“To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and 
possibly be broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart 
to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; 



avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in 
that casket – safe, dark, motionless, airless – it will change. It will not be broken; it will 
become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable.” (CS Lewis, Four Loves)

“But in Friendship, being free of all that, we think we have chosen our peers..... But, for a 
Christian, there are, strictly speaking, no chances. A secret Master of the Ceremonies has 
been at work. Christ, who said to the disciples "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you," can truly say to every group of Christian friends "You have not chosen one another 
but I have chosen you for one another." The Friendship is not a reward for our 
discrimination and good taste in finding one another out. It is the instrument by which God 
reveals to each the beauties of all the others. They are no greater than the beauties of a 
thousand other men; by Friendship God opens our eyes to them. They are, like all 
beauties, derived from Him, and then, in a good Friendship, increased by Him through the 
Friendship itself, so that it is His instrument for creating as well as for revealing.” (CS 
Lewis, Four Loves)

3. How we get that missional love


