
TALK 2: What’s the motivation for mission?

Introduction: What kind of God do we have?

Motivation 1: God’s truth

Eph 1:13: gospel called message of truth
2 Tim 2:15: word of truth
Gal 2:5: speaking the truth of the gospel 

John 1:17 ‘For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.’
John 14:6 ‘Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”’
John 16:13 ‘But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He 
will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet 
to come.’

2 Cor 4:2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, 
nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we 
commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God.

1 Cor 15:13-14 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 



verses 17-19, 32 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; …If only for this life 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied…..If the dead are not raised, 
“Let us eat and drink, or tomorrow we die.”

Motivation 2: God’s compassion

cf. Luke 15 and the three parables

Matt 9:36 ‘When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.’

Motivation 3: God’s happiness

1 Tim 1:11 ‘gospel of the blessed God’
1 Tim 6:15 ‘God, the blessed and only Ruler’



Matthew 2:10 ‘When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.’

Luke 2:10 “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.

John 16:22 Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no 
one will take away your joy

Motivation 4: God’s glory

Rom 11:36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory 
forever! Amen.

1 Cor 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

2 Cor 4:4-6 ‘The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot 
see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God….For 
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.’

Rev 7:9-11 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb.” All the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God


