
TALK 1: What is mission?

Introduction: making sense of ‘mission’…

1. Mission means speaking God’s word

Luke 24:45-48 ‘Then he [Jesus] opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.’

Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls.
Acts 4:4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men 
came to about five thousand.
Acts 6:4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word
Acts 8:4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.
Acts 12:24 But the word of God increased and multiplied.

Romans 1:14-16 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise 
and to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.



2. Mission means speaking God’s word about Jesus

2 Corinthians 4:1-6 ‘Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not 
lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use 
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth 
plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if 
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded 
the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.’

3. Mission needs lives changed by God’s word

Matt 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither 
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

1 Pet 2:12  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.


