
 
VOTEWISE 2017  

 

Election Results 2015 & Latest Polls (JR)  

 

 

Thinking Christianly about voting (ES)  

 
26 Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and 

the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground. 
Genesis 1 (NIV)  

 

“...government is the family business of God.” 
Dave Landrum in Guy Brandon, Votewise 2015, p.vii. 

 

CHRISTIAN ORGANISATION 
BIG PRINCIPLES / ISSUES   

& Key Questions 

Anglican Archbishops’ Pastoral Letter 

https://www.churchofengland.org/media-

centre.aspx  

Cohesion, Courage. Stability, Value of Public Religion 

CARE 

http://engage17.org.uk/ 

Family: Do you want the law to show spport for marriage and family life? 

Life: Do you want to see all human life valued and protected? 

Justice: Do you want freedom and restoration brought to the oppressed and abused? 

 

Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letter 

http://www.catholic-

ew.org.uk/Home/News/Election-Message 

Leaving the EU: Where do your candidates stand on the future of EU citizens in the UK and 

reciprocal rights for UK citizens in the EU? / As our formal leaving of the EU approaches, new 

trade deals will be negotiated. It is important that in them human and workers’ rights, the 

environment, and the development of the world’s poorest countries are taken into account. 

What issues do your candidates think should be the top priority when forming new 

international partnerships? 

Family & Life: In 2015 Parliament voted overwhelmingly to protect society’s most vulnerable 

people, by preventing the legalisation of assisted dying. Will your candidates uphold this 

decision? Will they support measures to promote the intrinsic value of life at every stage? / 

The family is at the heart of the health and well-being of society, above all the well-being of 

children. What policies do your candidates propose for the flourishing of family life? 
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Criminal Justice: In a civilised society, prisons should be places of redemption and 

rehabilitation. Our prison system faces unprecedented levels of violence and suicide. Do 

your candidates support urgent prison reform and better resourcing? 

Migration: The UK has long been a place of welcome for people from other countries. There 

needs to be a clear policy on migration, which works for the economy and is respectful of 

the unity of marriage and family life. How will your candidates ensure that we operate a fair 

migration system for people wanting to enter and work in the UK? 

Refugees & Asylum Seekers: The UK is currently committed to resettling at least 20,000 of the 

most vulnerable Syrian refugees by 2020. Will your candidates work to ensure that this 

commitment is kept and options to expand the scheme are considered? Will they promote 

a welcoming society and stand against hate crime? 

Freedom of Religion & Belief: Across the world millions of people are persecuted because of 

their beliefs. How do your candidates intend to promote freedom of religion or belief for all, 

and what steps could be taken as a priority in UK foreign policy to protect religious 

minorities, including Christian minorities? 

Helping the World’s Poorest: Aid provided by the UK saves lives and helps people out of 

poverty. Will your candidates commit to protecting and enhancing the international 

development budget? 

Caring for the Vulnerable: There are many in our communities who are financially vulnerable 

and struggle to make ends meet or in need of decent housing. Where do your candidates 

stand on helping the poorest, in terms of health, social care and housing? How will they 

support people with mental health problems? How will they finance these services? 

Education: Catholic schools make a positive contribution to society, serving over 845,000 

children in England and Wales. Will your candidates support parental choice for the 

education of their children? Will they support Catholic schools as part of this choice for faith-

based education? 

Modern Slavery: Modern slavery is a gross violation of human dignity affecting at least 

14,000 people in the UK and millions more around the world. How will your candidate give 

political support to the fight against modern slavery and better assistance for its victims? 

Christian Concern 

http://election2017.org.uk/ 

 

Freedom: Are you aware that Christians have lost their jobs for expressing their faith in the 

workplace? What steps would you take in response? / Would you back new laws to protect 

freedom of conscience for Christians in the workplace? / How would you protect the 

freedom of Christian parents to bring up their children in line with their faith? 

Family: How should government promote a married mum and dad as the normal basis for 

family? / Would you support the reversal of the same-sex ‘marriage’ law? / Do you think that 

people should be able to change gender, and then require others to recognise it in all 

contexts? 

Life: What steps would you take to end abortion and the destruction of human life through 

embryology and IVF? / What will you do to prevent legalisation of assisted suicide? / Would 

you work to reverse the law that allows the creation of ‘three parent’ children? 

http://election2017.org.uk/


Christianity: What is your opinion of Jesus Christ and his teachings? / How would you stop the 

‘British Values’ drive being used to penalise Christian-based schools? / How would you stop 

sharia law being practised in the UK? / What code of conduct would restore the link 

between the public and private morals of MPs? 

Christian Institute 

http://www.christian.org.uk/election/ 

 

Marriage and the family, Medical ethics, Education, Religious liberty in the UK, Matters of 

public morality, Constitutional issues 

Should church youth groups have to register with the state and face Ofsted ‘British values’ 

checks? 

Do you think public office holders should be forced to swear an oath to uphold equality? 

Do you believe the law on abortion is too lax, too restrictive or about right? 

Do you believe the law on cannabis use should be liberalised? 

Are you concerned that laws to combat ‘extremism’ could suppress the right to free 

speech? 

Should children be able to choose their gender and use toilets and changing rooms at 

school for the opposite sex? 

Evangelical Alliance 

https://election.eauk.org/ 

 

Love: Co-operation – how will candidates cooperate with and facilitate the work of the 

Christian church in their local area? / Good disagreement - how do candidates propose to 

work constructively with those with whom they disagree, both nationally and locally? / 

Family - how will candidates support the institution of marriage and family life? / Public 

service - how will candidates promote and demonstrate an ethos of sacrificial public 

service? 

Freedom: Gospel freedoms - Will candidates support the freedom of Churches and Sunday 

Schools to operate without registration and regulation by Ofsted? / A duty of reasonable 

accommodation – do candidates believe that employers should consider and 

accommodate, within reason, the requests of employees to express their religion at work? / 

Freedom of expression – will candidates uphold historic freedoms to preach the gospel in 

public, in print and online? / The right to change religion – do candidates affirm the right of 

any individual to change their religion and will they campaign for greater protection for 

anyone who does so? / Modern slavery – what will candidates do to continue the fight 

against modern slavery and human trafficking in the UK and overseas? 

Justice: Poverty – how will candidates protect the dignity and independence of all those in 

society who have insufficient resources to meet basic human needs? / Access to justice – 

how will candidates ensure that the most vulnerable in society have access to our legal 

institutions, in particular regarding family law and welfare assessments? / The persecuted 

Church – how will candidates support Christians and those of other faiths around the world 

who are persecuted for their beliefs? / Beginning of life - will candidates advocate for 

support services that help every woman and unborn child in the situation of crisis 

pregnancy? 

Truth: A voice for the voiceless – how have candidates demonstrated their willingness to 

speak truth to power? / Integrity – how do candidates propose to demonstrate integrity and 

http://www.christian.org.uk/election/
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grace in how they communicate and debate? / Trust – how will candidates be held 

accountable for specific promises? Gospel truth – in what ways do candidates consider 

that the truth of the Christian gospel benefits society and how will they promote this if 

elected? 

 

Christian Agendas and Party Manifestos (JR) 

 

 

 

 

Focus on Brexit (KC)  

 

 

 

 

Candidates’ Profiles (ES) 

 

http://election2017.org.uk/constituency/ 

 https://hansard.parliament.uk/  

https://twitter.com/Twitter 

https://google.com     

 

Q&A and Discussion (You)  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Other Helpful Resources 

 

https://voteforpolicies.org.uk/  https://www.politicalcompass.org/  
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