
 

Song of Songs 7:1-8:7  

INTIMACY WITH ANOTHER  
 

“We were created and redeemed by Lovers and we are lovers.” 

Dan Brennan, Sacred Unions, Sacred Passions, p.91.  

 

At the heart of our Bibles is a collection of erotic love poems 
 

How can we make sense of them?  
 

 The Author’s Purpose Tool  

 

“The standard for the kind of interpretation I have in mind is actually rather 

straightforward. When a teacher admires an author enough to teach his work, 

then it stands to reason that the teacher's initial objective ought to be framing a 

reading that the author would approve. The teacher, to begin with, represents 

the author. He analyses the text sympathetically, he treats the words with care 

and caution and with due respect. He works hard with the students to develop a 

vision of what the world is and how to live that rises from the author's work and 

that, ultimately, the author, were he present in the room, would endorse.” Mark 

Edmunson, Why Teach? p.167. 

 

 In Song of Songs: 2:7, 3:6 & 8:4 

 

They are all about Intimacy with Another: 
 

1) Keeping sex for marriage (8:4)  

 

 Application to Singles 

 

''The most common cause of sexual sin is isolation and loneliness. The sexual 

appetite is an urge to overcome isolation, to give and receive another person. A 

person who is fulfilled in their daily life through other forms of “knowing and being 

known” will find that chastity frees them to be generous and loving and to 

receive love and generosity without the clinging neediness of sex. The problem is 

that most people in the contemporary world are literally starving for human 

communion, and sex fills that need at least temporarily.”   

Melinda Selmys, http://sexualauthenticity.blogspot.co.uk/2013/04/sad-bad-sex.html 

 

 

 

 

http://sexualauthenticity.blogspot.co.uk/2013/04/sad-bad-sex.html


 Application to Marrieds  

 

“The difference between marriage and celibacy must never be understood as 

the difference between having a "legitimate" outlet for sexual lust on the one 

hand and having to repress it on the other. Christ calls everyone - no matter his or 

her particular vocation - to experience redemption from the domination of lust. 

Only from this perspective do the Christian vocations (celibacy and marriage) 

make any sense. Both vocations - if they are to be lived as Christ intends - flow 

from the same experience of the redemption of sexual desire.” Christopher 

West, Theology of the Body for Beginners, p.66.    

 
2) Keeping having sex within marriage  

 

“Sex is not a no-no. It is not taboo. It is a gift that invites husbands and wives to 

taste Eden together - naked and without shame, known and embraced, 

exposed and not rejected.” Scott Sauls, Befriend, p.76.  

 

 Application to Husbands (7:1-9)  

 

 Application to Wives (7:9-8:7)  

 

They are all about Intimacy with God:  
 

 The over-promise of 8:6-7   

 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8 (NIV)  

 

“The Lord Jesus goes with His friends wherever they go. There is no possible 

separation between Him and those whom He loves. There is no place or position 

on earth, or under the earth, that can divide them from the great Friend of their 

souls. When the path of duty calls them far away from home, He is their 

companion; when they pass through the fire and water of fierce tribulation, He is 

with them; when they lie down of the bed of sickness, He stands by them and 

makes their trouble work for good; when they go down the valley of the shadow 

of death, and friends and relatives stand still and can go no further, He goes by 

their side. When they wake up in the unknown world of Paradise, they are still with 

Him; when they rise with a new body at the judgment day, they will not be alone. 

He will own them for His friends, and say, "They are mine: deliver them and let 

them go free." He will make good His own words: "I am with you alway, even unto 

the end of the world." (Matt.xxviii.20.).” JC Ryle, Practical Religion, p.348. 

 


